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AfterBefore



Picture of 1807 Bluebonnet Ln with similar configuration

20 feet



Courtyard space between carport and home – 10 feet

10 feet



904 Jessie configuration

904 Jessie 2005 Bluebonnet Ln

Front-facing carport;
Adding door substantially 
alters view

Area between house and 
carport is door-width

No change in view from street



Reasonable use

Slope – view from carportSlope – view from street

• The zoning regulations do not allow for reasonable use
Position of the carport parallel to the street, the narrow width of the driveway, and the steep
slope from the street allow would-be trespassers and thieves to go unseen by people
passing by.

Nearly 4 foot elevation difference 
between street and carport



Reasonable use

• The zoning regulations do not allow for reasonable use
Position of the carport parallel to the street, the narrow width of the driveway, and the steep
slope from the street allow would-be trespassers and thieves to go unseen by people
passing by.

Nothing in carport 
from street level

Nothing in carport from 
near bottom of driveway

Trash can in 
middle of carport



Hardship

• Unique
Of the approx. 1,500 homes in Zilker, 0 share the combination of carport position and steep
slope unique to our home.
Further, our home is the only one across the street from an elementary school and next to a
bus stop.

Zilker Elementary school 
across the street

Bus stop



Hardship

• Not general to the area
17 other homes in the Zilker neighborhood (approximately 1%) have a carport positioned
similar to ours. However, zero of these homes have a steep downware slope from the street
that limits visibility into the carport.



Area character

• Will not alter the character of the area adjacent to the property
The garage door is not visible from the front of the house – it is only visible from an angled
view, and that view is limited.



Area character

• Will not impair the use of adjacent conforming property
The garage door does nothing to impair the use of any adjacent property. The adjacent
properties, whose owners support the variance request, are not harmed or affected, as the
carport and its use does not encroach on their property.

Agreement and 
support from owners 
and tenants of all 
adjacent properties



Area character

• Will not impair the purpose of the regulations of the zoning district
The view of the home from the street is unchanged, keeping the home compatible in scale
and bulk with the neighborhood.

Scale and bulk 
remain unchanged



Neighborhood Support Summary – Updated

Type # of supporters
Owners 148
Tenants 76
Total neighbors 
supporting variance

224

% of neighbors we spoke 
with supporting variance

98.2%

Total properties represented 189



Neighborhood Support Map – Updated



Additional support – Friends of Zilker



Appendix – Supplemental Packet

2005 Bluebonnet Lane #A, Austin, TX 78704

City of Austin
Board of Adjustment hearing



Additional neighborhood support signatures







Updated neighborhood support summary

Type # of supporters
Owners 148
Tenants 76
Total neighbors 
supporting variance

224

% of neighbors we spoke 
with supporting variance

98.2%

Total properties represented 189



Police reports



Police report – July 11, 2015 (#151920946)



Police report – June 24, 2016 (#165026165)



Friends of Zilker Voting Results 
Re: garage doors added to carports
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